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Slavery and the Civil War in America
Introduction
Civil war broke in America in 1861 and went down to 1865. The war remains one of the most significant historical incidents that shaped America. Some scholars agree that while the American revolution of 1776 created the country, the Civil War of 1861 shaped it to what it is today. In its occurrence, the war cost America over six hundred thousand citizens. It is funny to state that this was even more than what the country had ever lost in headcount in all the wars it had participated by that time combined. The war took place internally while people fought to shape a country through bloodshed.[endnoteRef:1] [1:  Campbell, Stanley W. The Slave Catchers: Enforcement of the Fugitive Slave Law, 1850-1860. UNC Press Books, 2012.
] 

The American Civil war of 1861 took place within the country and involved the Northern people versus the southern people. The two regions had preserved different cultural, political, and economic ideals that had given rise to this kind of internal wrangles. The Northern people were industrialized and held that America was supposed to be one nation free from slavery while in the southern region, people were more agrarian and focused mostly on the large plantation of cotton and hence held the ideal that Slavery was to be maintained and that America is a dissolvable confederation of sovereign states without central governance. 
The hottest discussion that led to the war was slavery. It goes without mention that the union soldiers who aimed at protecting a united America went to war to stop slaver while the confederate soldiers who wanted the American government to be dissolved and states are allowed to run as sovereign went into war to preserve slavery of the black people in America[endnoteRef:2]. Slavery had become an important pillar of the American economy but then it meant torture and suffering of the colored people in that country. The main dilemma remains to be how Slavery led to such a war that remains the most terrific of its period. [2:  Guelzo, Allen C. Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation: The End of Slavery in America. Simon and Schuster, 2005.
] 

The onset of Slavery in America
The history of slavery in America goes back to the seventeenth century when a Dutch ship that was starving harbored in Virginia to trade a few black men for food. The activity went on as the white settlers had no other way of getting cheaper and quality labor. By the 1700s, the plantations in the south of America produced a lot of cash crops that foresaw America becoming more prosperous. Equally, the industrialized Northern part made a lot of money either by using the same cheap and affordable labor from slaves or by manufacturing products that were growth through slavery in the south to other countries[endnoteRef:3]. As a result, the black man in America defined the economy greatly, and hence his trade was central to the future of the Whites. [3:  Kamma, Anne. If you lived when there was slavery in America. Scholastic Inc., 2014.
] 

The American revolution of 1775 led to the declaration of independence as America broke ties with the colonial British. The revolution preached equality to all people and the idea was to make the country free from colonial rule and similarly from a slaver. The Northern people believed in this course and shortly after independence, they stopped participating in the slavery of the Black Americans. However, in the southern region, the debate becomes even stronger. No one was willing to let go of slaves as they believed this was the only activity that led the country to a greater economy. However, most people hold their hopes high that one day the southern agrarians would one day end the act of slavery.[endnoteRef:4] However, these hopes were shuttered following the famous invention of the Cotton Gin by Eli Whitney. During that time, the demand for cotton too had taken a different stake from 1840 as people from outside America thirsted for the material. The southern people, therefore, believed that slavery was their way of life and that nothing would separate them from continuing with this practice. [4:  Kamma, Anne. If you lived when there was slavery in America. Scholastic Inc., 2014.
] 

The Slavery debates
The debate of slavery and slave trade in the country took a serious turn from the late 1700s as scholars, politicians and legal frameworks heightened the discussion. It all started with the first American constitution of 1787. The interests of the southern people were kept at heart as the legal document suggested that each slave be counted as 3/5 of a person during the census. The law had given the people of the southern region a greater way to be represented without only realizing the free citizens but also the slaves. However, it should be understood that there was no direct mentioning of the word slavery instead of words like “held in labor” applied to save the brutality of the statement. The major failure of this constitution is that it did not take a comprehensive analysis of the situation and only made mention in the aspects of census and representation[endnoteRef:5]. The many unanswered questions on the same became the catalyst of conflict and rageful discussions that followed. [endnoteRef:6] [5:  Knowles, Helen J. "The Constitution and Slavery: A Special Relationship." Slavery and Abolition 28, no. 3 (2007): 309-328.
]  [6:  Guelzo, Allen C. Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation: The End of Slavery in America. Simon and Schuster, 2005.
] 

The debate on who was powerful than who and where would slaves be allowed and where would they not be allowed become the center discussions leading to the Missouri compromise. The latter led to Maine being a free state while the state of Missouri was announced as a slave center. The discussion was meant to maintain some reasonable balance between the two races that ha had conflicts based on the slavery institution. Thomas Jefferson had written a letter to a friend, and even though the agitation of slavery had quieted, he predicted that in the coming days the institution of slavery would lead to revolts and war. The result was the uprise of a slave’s militia led by Nat Turner who believed that it was his divine role to lead the black Americans from slavery.
Sooner than expected, America won the Mexican war and eventually took up more land in the west in 1846. The debate of slavery rose again with most people wondering whether the government would consider slavery being practiced in these new lands. The bill by David Wilmot of Pennsylvania to prevent the practice in those regions failed. This led to the 1850 Compromise, which took its course as California teamed up with the Union. Slavery was thereby prohibited in both California and Columbia. New Mexico too was pronounced a free state. However, these decisions by Congress did not satisfy any of the side's needs but they both agreed to the terms hoping that this so-called law would end the slavery debate sooner or later.
One of the catalysts of a fight for and against slavery in the USA was the passage of the Fugitive Slave Law in 1850. The law impaired the hope of freedom for slaves and motivated slave freedom fighters and resistance groups. For this piece of law, federal commissioners were to receive a huge ransom for returning a slave in the south than freeing them[endnoteRef:7]. The result was a more sympathetic north on the affairs of slaves in the south. Several blacks joined hands and formed organizations to fight for fellow slaves such as the Anti-Slavery Society. Amidst these tensions, Harriet Beecher Stowe went ahead to publish a book that gained a lot of liking and critics from people entitled Uncle Tom’s cabin. The book deeply told the stories of the black people and the kind of atrocities they faced in their day to day lives in the Southern plantations. It becomes one of the best-selling books of those days with over 300000 copies sold. [7:  Morrison, Michael A. Slavery and the American West: The Eclipse of Manifest Destiny. Univ of North Carolina Press, 2000.
] 

The debate took cause with more to it than can be discussed. Latter on the Kansas-Nebraska would see wrangles in various states and the caning of one of the senators. The Northern people were on the verge of making Kansas a free state but their counterparts in the south were determined to make it a slave state. The politics of this act led to the formation of the Republican Party.[endnoteRef:8] They were determined to end the debate of slavery once and for all. They made the Act their basis of politics. On the other hand, slaves continued to suffer. On one occasion, Dred Scott had sued his owner for enslaving him in a free state. However, the court ruled harshly by stating that the Black people in America whether free or enslaved were not USA citizens and that they had no right to sue. [8:  Campbell, Stanley W. The Slave Catchers: Enforcement of the Fugitive Slave Law, 1850-1860. UNC Press Books, 2012.
] 

The first presidential election of 1860 was heated up with the slavery agendas. The Republicans were to face the Democrats. The latter had dominated the politics of the USA for quite long and had more experience. On the other hand, the young Republican party was new and its main Agenda was the abolishment of the slavery institution. Abraham Lincoln won the election despite not receiving the majority popular votes.
South Carolina had been waiting to see how elections would turn out since it was the first target to end the slavery institution.[endnoteRef:9] Upon seeing the results, the state alongside other six of them withdrew from the Union and called themselves the Confederate States of America thereafter electing Jefferson Davis as their president. The dispute of slavery had divided America. President Lincoln despite wishing to peacefully end the conflict he found himself in a bad situation when he resupplied the US army to Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor in April of 1861. The Confederacy forces fired first and began the American Civil War that was to last for four years. [9:  Morrison, Michael A. Slavery and the American West: The Eclipse of Manifest Destiny. Univ of North Carolina Press, 2000.
] 

The American Civil War
The war for freedom had come, and even though the troops fought for various reasons the sparkling issue was slavery. In 1861, slaves found escaping the south were taken as contrabands of war and were made free by being declared as the confiscated properties of the Union. Most of them fled the south to enter the norther lines and be kept in the camps for safety. Later on, the Union army accepted volunteers from the slaves to join them in the war after Lincoln declared the Emancipation Proclamation.[endnoteRef:10] Two hundred thousand black men, under the command of the whites, joined the troops in the course to fight against the southern Confederacy army. Later on, the confederacy states under Genera Lee surrendered as having deemed the war hopeless.  [10:  Knowles, Helen J. "The Constitution and Slavery: A Special Relationship." Slavery and Abolition 28, no. 3 (2007): 309-328.
] 

Conclusion
The Americans had many disputes that they discussed and settled, some partially and others fully. The issue of slavery was a tough one having gone without a peaceful resolution. Neither the North nor the South was willing to give in to the idea of the other. Basing on the economic benefits of the slaver, the Southern people were willing to sacrifice anything to keep the Slavery institution[endnoteRef:11]. The fight for slaver led to a divide of the nation and later on to the American Civil war. The war would define whether America would be a united slave-free country or not. [11:  Morrison, Michael A. Slavery, and the American West: The Eclipse of Manifest Destiny. Univ of North Carolina Press, 2000.
] 

